Litany for the Service of Commissioning
Clean Water U

One: 
Holy God, we acknowledge our complicity in the devastation of your world; we have established economic systems that focus primarily upon profit, we have become wealthy beyond our needs, at the expense of our neighbors and our planet, and we have ignored the cries of the earth and its peoples.

All:
Gracious God, forgive our carelessness.

One:
As a result of our folly, great forests have been felled, precious resources have been violated, and the very waters of the earth have been fouled.

 All:
Gracious God, forgive our carelessness.

One:
The Creation in which you took such delight, and which you called ‘good’ – the Creation over which you gave us stewardship – now groans beneath years of our misuse and mismanagement.

All:
Gracious God, forgive our carelessness.

One:
But you, Holy One, are full of grace, offering us always the opportunity to repent of our error and to amend our behaviors.

All:
Holy God, equip us now to begin the task.

One:
You have given us a vision and a means by which to turn from despoilation, and to begin to reclaim the goodness of the earth.

All:
Holy God, equip us now to begin the task.

One:
You have entrusted us yet again with the care of your majestic handiwork; you have given us the knowledge and the skills and the desire to attempt this daunting task.

All:
Holy God, equip us now to begin the task.

One:
One thing more we ask, O God –

All:
Fortify us now with the strength of your Holy Spirit.

One:
As we have gathered together here to learn and to share, so shall we soon disperse to many places in the world.
All:
Fortify us now with the strength of your Holy Spirit.

One:
Add to our knowledge and our skills, O God, the power of your presence.

All:
Fortify us now with the strength of your Holy Spirit.

One:
And may we at all times and in all places bring glory to the holy name of Jesus Christ,

All:
who is living water for our bodies and our souls.
